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TECHNICAL NOTE 
DOUBLE EARS 

Double ears are a physical condition or aberration in the ear structure of Bos indicus or Bos indicus derived cattle. The 

fault is manifested by the development or growth of tissue and/or abnormal hair growth on the dorsal or outside of the 

upper part of the ear. Both ears are usually but not always affected. The presentation of the condition can vary from just a 

few abnormal hairs growing from a slight blemish or node to a large flap of skin and cartilage extending across the 

outside top of the ear. It is most commonly observed as a small triangle some 2 to 3 cm long but can be seen up to about 

15cm at the base and around 5cm high. The attached photos demonstrate the range of manifestations of the condition 

commonly seen in Australia. 

There appears to be no documented research linking the syndrome to any physical or production traits in cattle and also 

no documented proof of any impact on the physical performance or production of an individual animal or on the carcase 

of an affected animal.  However, there is unsubstantiated anecdotal evidence which reports poor “doing” ability in many 

of the affected animals.  The condition can have a significant impact on the commercial value of seedstock or restocker 

cattle because of the perceived problem of “inbreeding” or other faults. For this reason and the dominance of the 

controlling gene, the condition is not acceptable in the Brahman, Santa Gertrudis and Droughtmaster stud herdbooks. 

The only reference in the scientific literature is a report by an American geneticist, J L Lush in 1924, who traced the 

appearance of double ears in Brahmans to a Zebu bull imported from Krishna Province in India to the United States in 

1902. Lush records it as a single dominant gene which has only been recorded in Brahman cattle and their crosses. 

As the condition is controlled by a single dominant gene it relatively easy to eliminate from the breeding herd by the 

culling of any affected animals (and being sent to slaughter) and ensuring that no affected animal is used for breeding.  

Surgical removal eliminates the physical condition but cannot alter the genetic make-up and will only see the problem 

continue.  There is however an issue with the identification of animals which only exhibit what appears to be abnormal 

growth of a few hairs or a very small node.  Surgical dissection of the ears usually identifies unusual cartilage tissue in 

the upper ear structure, again of varying size. There is no evidence to suggest that any growth not on the external dorsal 

ear (i.e. cheeks) is associated with the condition. 

Double ears are a recognised fault which can be relatively easily eliminated from breeding herds. It is the responsibility 

of all seedstock producers  to ensure that breeding stock are free of all known genetic defects and continue to be vigilant 

in providing suitable genetics to maximise production and profitability to their clients and the Australian cattle industry. 
 

PHOTOS DEPICTING SOME OF THE DOUBLE EAR VARIATIONS  

 

                                 
 

                                                            
 

 


